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Overview of the study

Perception of Malaria     

The study revealed that most people have heard about Malaria and ‘mosquito’ as the 

sole cause. They also know about the sources of mosquitoes. However, few people have 

any detailed understanding of Malaria which is the key to changing practices and 

promoting positive attitudes. There were serious misunderstandings regarding how 

Malaria is and is not spread.

Awareness of Malaria-Knowledge of Causes

Almost all people have heard of Malaria. But only 35% says that mosquito bite 

causes Malaria. However, a 15% answer that flies can also cause Malaria.

There are serious misunderstandings regarding the causes of Malaria as 5% of the 

people say that foul smell of drains can cause malaria. Another 5% says that rotten 

foods cause malaria. Strangely, a 5% of population says that drain mosquitoes only 

causes malaria. 10% says that improper bathing can cause malaria, whereas another 

10% says that bathing in new water can cause malaria. Whereas, 10% do not know the 

causes of malaria.
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Awareness of Malaria-Knowledge of Causes
Knowledge of the symptoms of malaria

The subjects are not very clear in their knowledge about the symptoms of malaria.

The study reveals that 28% knows that shaking chills is a symptom of malaria.

Only 8% says that frequent fever with regular intervals is the symptom of malaria.

20% observes that fever is a symptom of malaria.

10% says that nausea is a symptom of malaria.

Another 10% says headache is a symptom of malaria.

Another 10% strangely observes that impurity of blood is a symptom and causes of malaria.

15% says that muscle aches and tiredness are the symptoms of malaria.

Another 20% wrongly assumes that swelling blisters is a symptom of malaria.
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Knowledge of the Relationship of Age to Malaria

50% of the population understands that malaria can affect anybody of any age. 

However, 30% clearly says that there is no relationship of malaria with age, mosquito bites 

causes malaria. 

Only 10% says that malaria affects only elderly people. 

However, another 10% says that malaria do not affect everybody. It is operational only in case 

of those having impure blood.
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Knowledge of Malarial Parasites and Its Growth

The subjects have very strange ideas about malarial parasites and its growth. 

However, an analysis of this knowledge would be very interesting to understand 

the logic of acquiring and understanding behavioural knowledge and formation 

of attitudes by the slum dwellers. 

15% of the subjects believe that the malarial parasites live in the water and 

become a mosquito and flies out of water. 

Another 10% however says that the mosquitoes carry the bacterium, which lives 

in the water.

20% says that mosquito lays eggs in the trees. These eggs become parasites. It is 

interesting to observe that, 30% of the population says that a part of mosquito is 

developed into a bacterium, which causes malaria.                                       

15% says that mosquito itself is the bacterium, which causes malaria.

33% says malarial bacterium lives in the drain only that is carried out by the mosquitoes 

from the drains.

9% says that flies carry malaria.

However, 11% says that they have no idea about malarial parasites.

Knowledge of prevention and control of malaria

The subjects have little idea about preventive vaccines. They are also hardly 

aware of the steps to be taken to control and decrease malaria using preventive 

principles. But most of them are aware of killing mosquitoes  

20% wonders that no body gives them malarial vaccines.

30% says that there is no preventive vaccine of malaria.

47% says that the vaccine is available.

29% says that they are not sure if a vaccine is available to prevent malaria.

50% do not envision any preventive and controlling measures of malaria and 

they say that malaria will be controlled through treatment.

72% says that use of smoke will kill mosquitoes. 



62% are aware that goodnight and other commercial mosquito killing coils can 

kill mosquitoes.

37% says that mosquito net can prevent mosquito bites but they have added that 

only financial affluent people can only afford a mosquito net.

However it is interesting to observe that 17% of the subjects say that god has 

given us hands. We can kill slapping mosquitoes.

19% doubts that it’s not possible to kill mosquitoes because they believe that 

killing one mosquito will lead to creation of 10 thousand mosquitoes.

10% are aware that spray of medicine can kill mosquitoes.
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Knowledge of the types of malaria

The subjects were asked about different types of malaria and their descriptions. 

The subjects show very unusual ideas about the types of malaria and their 

descriptions. 

30% says that there are two types of malaria.

10% says there are three types of malaria.

Another 10% says that there could be two to three types of malaria.

A further 10% says that there are three to four types of malaria.

Whereas 30% says that they have no idea about the types of malaria.

In describing the different types of malaria, the subjects say: 

7% says that malaria is a type of fever.

15%% says that, shaking chill with fever is a type of malaria.

20%% says that a type of malaria occurs when drain mosquitoes bite.

20% describes that a type of malaria that occurs in the hilly regions.

22% says that mosquito bite that causes swelling blisters is a different type of 
malaria.

25% says that recurring fever in the interval of one hour is a type of malaria.

12% says that a type of malaria occurs when one takes bath in new water.

10% says that headache, nausea, lack of appetite and fever is a type of malaria.

18% says that when mosquito bites the body, it causes a disease, which is 
common malaria.

A 10% says that when mosquito bites the head it leads to brain malaria.
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Knowledge of the effects of malaria

To the question- “what will happen if malaria occurs frequently? the subjects respond as 

follow:

40% says that frequent malaria will weaken the body.

10% says that frequent malaria will cause lack of appetite.

15% says that only doctors will know the effects of malaria.

40% says that in case of frequent malaria, one has to run to the hospital frequently and 

has to spend money.

20%says that if malaria occurs frequently, then the patient will die.
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Attitude of the local people 
Malaria is still not avoidable and preventive to the majority of people. Many do not realize 
that it is relevant to them and their families. Although attitudes are very positive about 
attending and availing medical facilities but they do not want to understand what the disease 
is and how it is caused and how it can be prevented. Most people feel that it is unrealistic to 
free the environment from the mosquitoes. Although young people seem to have some 
knowledge and positive attitudes about methods of health checking, this is not yet being 
translated into consistent action. Although most people have heard about much hearsay 
about malaria, far fewer have valid and detailed knowledge. Some can name the symptoms 



of malaria, but few can accurately name all the proper modes of transmission. Worryingly, 
many name incorrect modes of transmissions such as, mosquitoes being converted into 
malaria creating parasite or the brain malaria affects when the mosquitoes bite the head. 
Many do not notice the symptoms properly: when asked to describe the symptoms people in 
most of the cases answer the general and common symptoms that accompanies the diseases 
in general. This means that they have little understanding of how the parasite is linked to 
malaria and mosquitoes and therefore cannot fully comprehend the concept of ‘eliminating
malaria from the community’. Without a deeper knowledge of malaria, people find it hard to 
personalize their risk of malaria infection and remain ill equipped to avoid risk activities. 
The subjects have very strange ideas about malarial parasites and its growth. Many of the 
subjects believe that the malarial parasites live in the water and become a mosquito and flies 
out of water. But some says that mosquito lays eggs in the trees. These eggs become 
parasites. It is interesting to observe that, a number of people say that a part of mosquito is 
developed into a bacterium, which causes malaria while in the views of another group, 
malarial bacterium lives in the drain only that is carried out by the mosquitoes from the 
drains. Surprisingly, some says that flies carry malaria while a large part of the population 
has no idea about malarial parasites.  
According to their views, some of the other sources of transmitting malaria are:

v Foul smell of drains 

v Rotten foods 

v Improper bathing 

v Bathing in new water        

Attitudes are largely positive with regard to consulting the doctor, willingness to seek to test 

blood after fever. However, most people do not believe that preventive measures can be used 

consistently. Many people prefer to use traditional doctors because they fear that the clinics 

ask too many questions and that will be highly expensive.

Some of the critical attitudes and practices that are found are as follows: 

v People delay to avail medical facilities.

v Old people are not worried about the illness

v No body goes for a blood test in case of a fever

v None of the persons take quinine at the onset of a fever

v It is unrealistic for them to believe that every night it would be possible to 

use a mosquito net after the hard work of the day.

v For them it is not possible to kill mosquitoes. To reduce malaria is only to 

take medicines.



Investigation into why so few moves to avail the health services at the onset of the disease is 

that, the health services are not   ‘people-friendly’. Increased access would be possible 

through making the public health services more people friendly to provide people access to 

counseling and encourages people to stay uninfected. Traditional healers are sometimes used 

for malaria treatment, so they also need to be included in programme initiatives.

But there is hardly any stigma present in the community regarding the disease and the 

patient. Most of the subjects say that if any of their family members has suffered in a 

disease then we cannot throw him/her away. 

Some people think that in real, Malaria is only a problem in other areas; it’s not there in 

their community/ area.

Some people don’t think that any of their family members will have the malaria parasite; 

even if they are exposed to mosquito bites.

Some people were most likely to deny that there is anyone with passive malaria in their 

communities.

In response to how to deal with this situation, participants recommended the following:

v Showing videos how mosquitoes breed and transmit malaria parasite

v Ways to clean the stagnant water

v Cleaning the environment

v Videos showing the preventive practices 

The inaccurate knowledge regarding malaria has a great impact on the attitudes of the 

people towards malaria and its prevention. The transmission can be reduced 

dramatically, if this knowledge could be improved further.
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